Sunday, October 25, 2026 Milwaukee Japanese Association (MJA) JAPAN FEST’ 26

Good morning, everyone. My name is Yuichi Oba. | am Consul-General of Japan in Chicago.

| just assumed my post on September 1, less than two months ago, but this is already my second
time visiting Milwaukee, and my third time in Wisconsin. In fact, outside of Chicago, this is the city
| have visited the most! As Consul General and as a person who loves Milwaukee, | would like to
celebrate with all of you the Milwaukee Brewers making it to the World Series. The Brewers have
already won the first two matches. They are now just two wins away from becoming World Series
champions. | really hope to see the Brewers win their first ever championship.

Today | am very happy to be able to participate in this Japan Fest with all of you. It's a wonderful
opportunity for us to think of Japan, to share our love for Japanese culture—whether it's the food, the
music, or the traditions—and it's also a great opportunity to build strong, friendly connections with our

American friends in this local community.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the President of the Milwaukee Japanese Association, Ms.

Hiroko KAWAI, and all the dedicated organizers and volunteers who made this fantastic event possible.

| also express my sincere respect and gratitude for your consistent donations to the disaster-stricken areas
of Japan. | believe your honorable actions have strengthened the solidarity of the people in this region
and have encouraged the disaster victims in Japan including Kumamoto as well. | myself was bom and
brought up in Fukushima that was hit by the big earthquake in 2011. | take this opportunity to express my
deepest appreciation for all the support.

Now, while we are here to have fun at the festival, our Consulate staff are also here to support you.
Providing consular services to Japanese nationals is one of our most important missions. That is
why our team is conducting on-site consular service right here at the venue today. If you have any
questions or concerns, today or at any other time, please feel free to consult with our Consulate.

Finally, | would like to wish for a successful festival and for the continued growth of the Milwaukee
Japanese Association and communities here as well as friendship between Milwaukee and Japan.
Let’s enjoy the festival together. Thank you.
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