MEXT 2027 Research Scholarship – Unofficial Document Guide | Due May 27, 2026
Checklist for applicants applying through the Consulate General of Japan in Chicago.
*This is only an aid and not meant to be used in an official manner. For a more detailed description 
of the required materials, please see page 6 of the APPLICATION GUIDE.

Qualifications Checklist:
☐ U.S. Citizen (and not a dual citizen with Japan by the time of acquisition of student status).
☐ Born on or after April 2, 1992.
☐ In good physical and mental health.
☐ Satisfy the qualification requirements for admission to a master's degree course or a doctoral 
.degree course at a Japanese graduate school (see guidelines for more details).
☐ Able to arrive in Japan at the designated time, generally the first week of April or Sept/Oct.
☐ Willing to receive a new “Student” visa.
☐ Willing to learn Japanese or having proficiency sufficient for study in Japan.
☐ Willing to contribute to mutual understanding between Japan and the U.S.

NOT Eligible:
Military at the time of arrival, previous MEXT grantee, current applicant for another MEXT scholarship, already enrolled in a Japanese university with a “Student” visa or has an overlapping scholarship. 

	Paperwork Checklist:
	1 original
	2 copies

	1. Completed 2027 Application Form w/proper photo
	☐	☐
	2. Placement Preference Form
	☐	X

	3. Field of Study and Research Plan
	☐	☐
	4. Official Transcript(s) (See Guidelines)
	☐	☐
	5. Certification of Graduation (See Guidelines)
	☐	☐
	6. Letter of Recommendation from Academic Dean or Advisor
	☐	☐
	7. Certificate of Health (aka Medical Certificate) for 2027
	☐	☐
	8. Abstracts of theses (if applicable)
	☐	☐
	9. Certificate of Language Proficiency (if applicable) 3 copies instead of 2
	☐	☐
	10. Letter of Recommendation from Current Employer (if applicable)
	☐	☐
	11. Samples of Applicant’s Art (Photos or Digital Files) (if applicable)
	☐	☐

In the case of official, sealed documents (like transcripts, letter of recommendation, etc.), the Chicago office will make the necessary copies: do not break the seal. 
Important Notice about application copies: In an effort to reduce paper waste, the Chicago consulate is only requesting one completed original application and one digital/scan of your application (see FAQ for further instructions). However, applicants who pass the first stage may be asked to submit copies at any given point, so please be sure to have a least one version of your application on hand for your own record and to make copies at the consulate’s request. 
